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Crzszs 1n Emergency Rooms
More Symptoms T han Cures
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E LOS ANGELES July 27 —--'Lt was

- only 6 ‘o'clock on a recent ‘Sawrday

night* when -the busiest - emergency

‘| room in downtown Los Angeles, at the
| California Medical Center, ordered all
.| ambulances diverted to other. hospi-
' tals. The 13 beds were already filled: a
.| woman delivering a.baby, a boy.with

an asthmatic attack, a 6-year-old. girl
bleeding from apparent sexual abuse, a
young man hurt in a car accidentiand,
the last straw, a 48- -year-old man in full

" | cardiacarrest. -
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When quiet returned three hours
later, the emergency director, Dr. Alan |
Heilpern‘?lold a sadly familiar story: |
six of the 13 patients were '066's,” hos-
pital code meaning they had no medi-
cal igsurance or othermeans of paymg

Hospital officials say that state reim-
bursements for treatment of indigent
patients is inadequate and that the in-
stitution is hemorrhaging $500,000 a
month through its emergency. room,

e _,,;,A Century of Service ~:

. “7"Ihe~hospital ‘which has. served cen-

tral'Los Angeles for.a century, decided
to:shut its emergenx;y room. doors. to
ambulances beginning: Monday, Aug. 1.
Patients wha.can get.to the emergency
¥room by other means.will be treated.:.

4. The closing, which.faces government

‘and court challenges; could touch off-a
crisis in emergency-care- in-Southern
California of proportions unknown in"a

no nearby emergency room.. "7 A5
|- «While some health experts say basxc
inefficiency and local politics: wonsen |.
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the Los Angeles suuauon many say it
portends a nationwide decay of | emer-
gencycare. 3.7.

- “Los Angeles xs;‘a harbmger of what
is very likely to happen in the rest of
the country,” -said, Dr. Michael J.
Krentz of Dallas, president of-the
12,000-member- Amencan College of
Emergency Phymcxan& -

Progress and Paradoxes i

The Los Angeles crisis reflects a
wrenching paradox in an era of im-
provements in emergency care, im-
provementls that have saved thousands
of lives.

Professional paramedlcs now ride in
many ambulanges, and hospitals in
many regions are designated as
“trauma centers” that can handle
major disasters, with specialists, spe-
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Continued on Page A20, Column ]

+ | major American city. It could leave. lhe;
‘| vast central area of Los Apgeles wuh
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New Chlef for NBC News ' ’_
'NBC reached outside the broadcast- "
ing industry yesterday, naming Mi-

chael G. Gartner, a newspaper editor, 2.

vomo.mm-xw.:.;.:nJ

-, e, e, o DO D

1o be the new president of the net-r,_.g‘
work snewsdmsnon PageCZ& un
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A Japanese Buying Spree 2

‘Wall Street mergers-and- acqulsmons?

a
x
By increasing their invéstments in',.{
»
<

LY

firms, the Japanese aye; signaling-ii

.their intention of shoppmg lor Ameg;h‘
lcan companies. Page Dl
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Expansion of Abortlon Ald ‘il
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’Ihe Senate passed a measure L0 per-1 ‘;;
mxt Medicaid to pay for abortions in @
““cases of rape and incesL. The plan still * "¢}
- }faces hurdles in'the House and a pos- "'ri
. ‘sble veto. PageA?,z. C ol
ANew Mystery of the Deep A
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Paramedics attending to a trauma victim

'

at the

California Medical Center in

e 8 a

v The New York Times/Bart Bartholemew -
downtown Los Angeles, a

crowded, nonprofit facility often serving patients who lack insurance coverage,’

If the hospital shifts on Aug. 1 to

“‘standby status,” at least two other
nearby hospitals, Good Samaritan and
French, say they will too. County and
city health authorities are preparing
, blans to transport patients to other hos-
pitais. Business leaders are fearful of
the conseguences for tourism and con-
ventions.

Not Just ‘Poor’ Problem -

Even now, the network is strained.
“On a Friday or Saturday night, it is
not unusual to have 17 or 18 hospitals
all closed, begining in the central city
and fanning out,” said Virginia Price
Hastings, chief of paramedic and
trauma hospital programs -for the
county. SRR

“Many people mistakenly think this
is a problem for the poor,” she said.
“But if there is no emergency room, it
is not there for anybody. If the wealthi-
est person in the state is at-a confer-
ence downtown and has chest pains, he
will be taken to a county hospital.” ’

The big county hospitals, already.
overwhelmed, are expecting 1,000 or
mare runs a month. At Martin Luther

-

-

King,'in south central Los Angeles, the
ambulances are often lined up five
deep.”On one recent Saturday night,
four gunshot victims lay for hours on
gurneys in the corridors.

Whether California Medical can re-
strict its emergency room legally is un-
clear. Dr. Kizer, the state health direc-
tor, said that he would refuse an appli-
cation to downgrade the facility. Dr.
Kizer has invited the hospital to rene-
gotiate its Medi-Cal rates, but the hos-
pital said that will not provide enough
additional income.

{ Complaint Is Filed

Meanwhile, a complaint has” been
filed against California, Samaritan and
French hospitals by the National
Health-Law Program, the Legal Aid
Foundation of Los Angeles and the
Western Center on Law and Poverty. It
charges that the closures will endanger
the lives of the poor and, in the case of
California Medical, violate the agree-
ment under which the hospitals ac-
cepted Federal construction grants in
return for caring for indigents.

Michelle Barker, spokeswoman for

California Medical, said that the hospi-
tal accepted $998,000 in construction
money in 1970 under the Hill-Burton
Act and has since given $3 million in
care in return.

Assemblyman Mike Roos of Los An-
geles has entered a bill to provide $20
million to augment county health budg-
ets, and another to provide $40 million
toshore up the trauma network.

Senator Alan Cranston and Repre-
sentative Jim Bates, both California
Democrats, have introduced bills to au-
thorize $60 million a year in matching
funds- for three years to encourage
states to set up trauma systems,

But experts say a long-term remedy
is needed.

“Lots of people wili die, and then
some celebrity, an entertainer or a
politician, will have a car accident on
the Harbor Freeway and won't be able
to get help soon enough,” said Dr. Gary
Krieger, past president of the Los An-
geles County Medical Association.
**Out of that will come a new health-
care law,”
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